THE PSYCHO-ANALYTIC STUDY OF THE FAMILY
With men, too, it is possible that an overstrong affection
and admiration for the father may lead to a corresponding
result. In these cases we should expect the homosexuality to be
of a deeper and more fundamental character than that referred
to above, the members of the lover's own sex exercising
attraction, as it were, on their own merits, and not merely as
substitutes for the forbidden members of the opposite sex; the
objects selected being correspondingly typical of their own sexr
i. e. womanly women and manly men1. The existence of such
a type of homosexuality has indeed been demonstrated by
Ferenczi2 (though here, as in most cases of "types" in psycho-
logy, it is probable that the types themselves are only extreme
forms between which there exist an indefinite number of inter-
mediate characters, the majority of individuals partaking to some
extent of the nature of both types). So far as the evidence
goes, however, it would seem that the fixation of love on the
parent of the same sex plays a lesser part in the development
of this kind of homosexuality than might have been expected;
the homosexuality in question being more frequently and to a
greater extent due to a displacement of a primitive love of self
(Narcissism, in psycho-analytic terminology) projected on to
others, so that in loving those of his own sex the individual is
directing his affection to those who, by his unconscious mind,
are selected as the most suitable representatives of his own
beloved Ego.
Idealisation of It is an important characteristic of the phenomenon of
fixation on the parent, that this parent who is loved in the
unconscious is not so much the parent as he or she actually
exists when the child has attained to adolescence or maturity,
but rather the parent as he or she appeared to the child when
young, i. <?. in the case of the father, a being of immeasurable
strength, wisdom, knowledge, authority and (perhaps) love; in
(with all the indications of an "inverted" (Edipus complex), the two levels
being characterised by a predominance of heterosexual and homosexual
tendencies respectively.
1  In three cases of homosexual tendencies in men which I have re-
cently had the opportunity of studying, the desire to be used by the father
as a sexual objective was quite clearly apparent.   Cp. Freud's  "Aus der
Ceschichte  einer infantilen  Neurose."  Sammlung  kleiner Schriften   zur
Neurosenlehre. IV. 578 ff.
2  "Contributions to Psycho-Analysis," 350 ff.
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